NWIS 4.8 upgrade changes to the NAWQA DWH
NWIS is currently rolling out their yearly upgrade. This year, there are a couple of major changes that may affect your existing and future work with the NAWQA DWH:

· Site type code

· Getting rid of old 20 character YNNNNNNNN codes.
· New codes have a logical primary-secondary format (e.g. ST-CA for Stream-canal).
· Codes will be phased in over the NWIS upgrade, because there is human intervention involved in the site type conversion process at each WSC.
· Site type ‘Specific Source’ will no longer be served to the public through NAWQA DWH public queries or NWIS Web

· Site types ‘FA-WTP’,’FA-WWTP’,’FA-TEP’ and ‘FA-HP’ will have their latitude and longitude fields blanked out when served publicly, as is done on NWIS Web

· More information can be found at NWIS4.8 sitefile changes.
· Sample medium code 

· Changing from 1 character to 3.
· New codes are logical and easier (e.g. all QC medium codes end in Q).
· All codes will change at once, due to easy conversion crosswalk provided by NWIS.
· More information can be found at NWIS4.8 medium code changes.
What this means to you: 

· All ‘Easy Internal Queries’, Mapper, Graphing applications, Public queries and system-maintained Discoverer conditions will be upgraded by NAWQA DWH staff.
· When combining new and old datasets, or comparing new and old datasets, you will have to be aware of the changes.
· Any Discoverer workbooks in which you are using site_type_code or site_type_desc in a condition will need to be updated.
· For example, if you have a condition “site type desc=’LAKE/RESERVOIR’” in your workbook, you will need to alter it to “site type desc in (‘LAKE/RESERVOIR’,’LAKE, RESERVOIR, IMPOUNDMENT’)”.
· Both old and new site type codes and descriptions will be in the drop-down pick lists to choose from.
· Currently, you will need to choose both old and new site type codes and descriptions, until all hosts are upgraded to NWIS 4.8, probably by the end of November.
· If you do not update your condition, you may not immediately realize there is a problem because some data may be returned, from NWIS hosts that have not yet upgraded.
· Any Discoverer workbooks in which you are using sample_medium_code or sample_medium_desc in a condition will need to be updated.
· For example, if you have a condition “sample_medium_code=’6’” in your workbook, you will need to alter this to “sample_medium_code=’WG’”.
· The new medium codes will be in the drop-down pick lists to choose from

· Old medium codes will no longer be present in the pick list.
· If you do not update your condition, you will realize there is a problem because no data will be returned, since there is no data with a sample medium code of ‘6’ anymore.
Please do not hesitate to contact NAWQA DWH staff for help if you are unsure about the effect of these changes on your existing or future workbooks. We will be happy to help you assess the possible impact on your work.
